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Helping to  make the K ingdom of God a v is ible  real i ty  in  Ukraine.    

We’d like to say a HUGE ‘thank you’ to everyone who supported our recent cycle challenge to 

raise money for COVID-19 relief in Ukraine. Over a period of one week, a team of 10 volunteer 

cyclists pedalled collectively a total distance of 3,000km (the distance from London, UK to 

Dnipro, Ukraine). Thanks to your amazing generosity, we were able to smash our £5,000 target. 

In the end we raised over £10,000 (including gift aid).  

We have created a steering committee in Ukraine, consisting of trusted local partners. The com-

mittee has received the funds and is already spending the money to respond to urgent needs in 

the local communities in Eastern Ukraine. Thanks to the funds, the DHM team in Ukraine has 

been able to purchase oxygen canisters, medication for diabetic people and stocks of personal 

protective equipment, including masks and gloves and anti-viral hand gels.  

Read more in the Baptist Times. 

https://baptisttimes.co.uk/Articles/613065/Cyclists_raise_funds.aspx 

 

‘Godly people give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will never be forgotten.’ 
2 Corinthians 9:9 



Pastor Serhii Zacharchuk and his team hosted a camp 

that was attended by around 60 children. Most of the 

children came from a local housing estate near to the 

church, which suffers from high levels of poverty and 

deprivation.  

At the camp, the children were entertained with games 

and sports and all kinds of fun activities. They were also 

introduced to the important lessons from the Bible about 

how to live a good and honest life.   

The summer camp in Novagrigorivka was led by Pastor Alexander Boyka. The camp was attended by 

around 40 children, aged 4 to 14. Most of the children were from families that live in extreme poverty. Their 

families cannot afford to feed them because the parents 

are poor and/or disabled. Sadly, in Ukraine alcoholism is 

also a major problem and it’s often the children who suffer 

the consequences of violence and/or neglect. For many 

of the children, the week that they spend at the camp is 

the happiest week of the year.  

Thanks to the DHM minibus, which Epsom Baptist 

Church helped us to buy in 2018, Pastor Alexander was 

able to bring in, and take home, children from some of the 

most abandoned and poorest villages in the area. 
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Summer Camp at Poltava Baptist Church 

Summer Camp in Novagrigorivka 

 

 

‘Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’  

Mark 10: 14 

Please pray that in each of the DHM spon-

sored summer camps: 

 The children and their families found love, 

hope, joy and peace. 

 That this gospel ministry will be fruitful. 

 For followers of Jesus to bring His hope to the 

hopeless. 

 The children have access to healthy nutrition, 

education and decent living conditions in the 

year ahead. 
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Summer Camp for people with disabilities in Kyiv 

Please pray for our ‘sister’ charity in Ukraine 

 

Please pray: 

 For the trustees (full profiles and photographs on our website) and especially Joshua Searle (Chair of 

trustees) and Roger Martin (Vice-Chair) who are setting up a sister charity with a board of trustees in 

Ukraine that will provide the ‘day to day’ management and oversight for the ministry partnerships, sharing 

the strategy agreed with the UK board.  

 We give thanks that God has called a Ukrainian resident, who is passionate for Christian ministry and who 

has the skills to liaise with church pastors and their leadership teams, to work with DHM. Details are still to 

be formalised so more in the next newsletter. Please pray for success for the person taking on the role 

with DHM around their other work, and for God’s provision as they develop DHM’s Ukrainian charity. 
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This summer camp is very special! Those attending have complex needs and the camp is fully equipped to 

meet physical, social, emotional and spiritual needs. This year, additional safety measures were put in due to 

the pandemic—the adults and children attending the camp are among the most vulnerable. Pastor Alexander 

Demyanchenko and his amazing team of volunteers offer Christ’s love, care and hope in the beautiful Ukrainian 

countryside—a stark contrast to the dreary, inaccessible flats where many live out their daily lives in Kyiv - a life 

of permanent ‘lockdown’. For some it was a life changing experience as they were baptized!  

Please pray for: 

 Our key mission partners in Ukraine and their teams of 

volunteers —Pastor Alexander Boyko, Pastor Alexander 

Demyanchenko and Pastor Serhii Zacharchuk.  

 Those who have been baptized. 



 Thank you for your prayers and generosity 

 

What is it like to be a pensioner in Ukraine? 
Many elderly people in Ukraine live in unimaginable hardship.  In the Dnipro region, the state pays a pension of 

around $70 (US dollars) per month.  $70 per month can just about buy enough bags of rice, potatoes and buck-

wheat to prevent people from starving, but it isn’t enough to buy fuel to heat their homes in the winter.  

Natalia is just one example of an elderly person that DHM is helping to support through the assistance that we give 

to our volunteers in Ukraine. We have a dedicated team of volunteers on the ground who continue the ministry 

throughout the year. Natalia is 68 year-old “babushka”, who lives on her own, having outlived both her husband and 

her only child. Natalia suffers from diabetes and high blood pressure. She is very frail, but can just about manage to 

leave the house to collect her pension every month and do her shopping. The trouble is, that after two or three 

weeks, her pension runs out and she doesn’t have enough mon-

ey to buy her essential medication leaving her extremely vulnera-

ble to suffering a stroke or a fatal seizure. 

Natalia’s situation was brought to the attention of our local volun-

teers in Vasylkivka, who befriended her and now visit her in her 

home bringing supplies of fresh fruit and fresh bread and the es-

sential medicines she needs. 

    

 

                                  DHM volunteer, Liliya, on a visit to Natalia in her home  

It is a blessing to be able to stand alongside our dedicated team of 

volunteers as they work against the odds to give a little bit of joy and 

comfort to people like Natalia.  

One of our volunteers, Pastor Honesty with Dunya, a pensioner we visited during 

our Mission trip in 2020. 

We are so grateful for your prayers and so thankful for our partnership with local churches. It’s a privilege to 

be able to support the summer camps, our mission partners and the ‘poorest of the poor’ in Ukraine with 

funds and prayers. We can only do this thanks to the generosity of our donor churches and individuals. 

Please see our website for expanded blog posts on each of these stories and for more photographs. 

 https://www.dniprohopemission.org/ 

Older people, women, children and people with disabilities are suffering most from the effects of the armed 

conflict in eastern Ukraine and the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Please pray for: God’s grace, wisdom, peace and reconciliation to overcome all hatred, war and divisions. 

    ‘You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do it.’ John 14:14  

‘How wonderful it is, how pleasant, when God’s people live together in harmony!’ 
Psalm 133.1 


